
Meeting Minutes Chesapeake Bay Garden Club 

September 2019 

The Chesapeake Bay Garden Club September Meeting was held at Festival Halle in Reedville.  President 

Kathie Truxall called the meeting to order at 12:45. 

Kathie thanked the hostesses for today’s lunch—Sue Moore, Sharon Stieber, Mary Frazer, Sharon 

Jachimski, Pam Plumb, and Susan Brandli. 

Cindy Boyce, Chaplain led us in devotion. 

Sharon Lemke introduced the Program speaker.  Dr. Daina Henry presented “The Art of Tea”. She 

provided information of the history of tea; how to grow, harvest and prune tea plants; how tea leaves 

are graded; and reviewed the process of how different teas are made.  She provided us with a sampling 

of various teas.  

The minutes of the June 12 installation and awards meeting were emailed to all members on June 16, 

2019.  

The Treasurer’s report for June-August 2019 was posted on the bulletin board and can also be seen on 

our website in the “for members only” section. 

Corresponding Secretary, Anne Haynie, reported that get well cards were sent to Carolyn King, Janice 

Mahony, Debbie Gwaltney, and Debbie Gillispie.  A sympathy card was sent to Cindy Boyce on the loss 

of her brother. 

Old Business: 

Helen Bell presented the Frances C. Biddlecomb “Spirit” Award to Susan Brandli in recognition of her 

outstanding service to our club. 

Sharon Stieber presented Jerry Jenkins with a gift for a tie for 3rd place in points in Floral Exhibits for last 

year. 

Kathie reported that a past member, Barbara Yinger, presented our club with a monetary donation to 

honor Joan Clements.  It was decided to forward the money to Landscape Design to plant daffodil bulbs 

in the garden at Festival Halle. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership chair Sandra Ehlert, said we had 37 members attend today with 4 guests.  We welcome a 

new member, Cindy Ivester. 

Debbie Gillispie reported that Landscape Design did garden cleanup at RFM and Festival Halle on 

September 12.  Eleven members and one husband helped.  Four of our members did cleanup before 

that date.   



Wonda Allain, Nitty Gritty chair, presented some potential activities for our club this year.  The 

consensus was to do a hypertuffa workshop sometime in late October.  

Civic Development chair Linda Hixon said we will again do a Save the Seed program at Northumberland 

Elementary School for first graders. A tentative date is Monday October 28. 

Susan Brandli, chair for Birds, Butterflies, Bees, Pollinators and Beyond the Garden asked members for 

their help with volunteers and ideas.  Susan presented a display on the lantern moth, and invasive and 

destructive insect. 

Debbie Gwaltney asked members to help her take photos at club activities.  They can be forwarded to 

Karen Luzuriaga for publicity, Vicki Bowen for our website, or to her for our Scrapbook. 

There were 11 participants in Horticulture today.  Anne Haynie reported the results:  Elizabeth Cali—4 

Blue;  Sharon Stieber—1 Blue and 1 Red;  Rebecca Elston –7 Blue and Best in Show;  Debbie 

Gwalthney—2 Blue;  Annie Haynie1 Blue; Jacqui Penney—1 Blue;  Carol Medlin—8 blue;  Anne 

Crawley—1 Red; Bobby Brodgen—1 Blue;  Sharon Lemke—2 Blue; Alice Stieve—1 blue. 

Floral Design saw 12 exhibits.  Darleen Nelson gave the report:  Advanced Exhibitors Sharon Stieber, 

Blue and Best in Show; Sharon Lemke, Blue; Carol Medlin, Blue; Jerry Jenkins, Blue; Darleen Nelson, 

Blue; Patsy Sylvia, Red; Carol Cole, Red; Kathie Truxall, Red. Intermediate exhibitor  Anne Haynie, Red. 

Novice Exhibitors  Sue Moore, Red;  Elizabeth Cali, Red;  Linda Hixon, Red.  

Pass along Plants chair Helen Bell will be accepting donations of plants, seeds, bulbs, etc. who wish to 

share with other members. 

President’s Report: 

Kathie thanked Helen Bell, Vickie Bowen, and Debbie Gwalthney for a great job done on our yearbooks. 

She also thanked Susan Brandli for hosting a well-received and successful New Member tea on 

September 18.  Four new members and 2 prospective members attended. 

Our club had two events reported in the Fall Old Dominion Gardener: our National Garden Week activity 

in June and our Horticulture Specialty Flower Show in May.  Our club participation in the Art & Bloom 

show at the Rappahannock Art League in April was reported in the summer edition of Old Dominion 

Gardener. 

The fall issue of Footprints contained articles by 2 of our club members.  Sharon Lemke wrote about 

recycling tips and Karen Luzuriaga submitted a report of our Flower Show. 

Our bus trip to Longwood Gardens will be June 16-June 18.  So far 23 members have expressed interest.  

Other guest will be welcome after club members are accommodated.  Travel will be by Winn Bus.  The 

tour for the first afternoon will be Mt. Cuba, a botanical native garden.  Wednesday’s tour will be of 

Longwood gardens which includes and introductory guided tour.  Thursday morning we will tour 



Winterthur, a historical estate with art and gardens.  Estimated cost will be $350-375 based on 30 

attendees. 

Christmas on Cockrell’s Creek will be held on December 14th and 15th.  There will be 5 homes on tour.  

We need head decorators and volunteers for this event. Our club received a certificate of appreciation 

for our participation with helping them with this event.  Preliminary tours of the homes will be after our 

general meeting on October 22. 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 2:35. 

Recording Secretary 

Sharon Lemke 

The minutes were approved by Jacqui Penney and Anne Crawley. 

 

 

 

 


